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FESTIVAL 2015 – NGONGOTAHA 

(29 September – 3 October) 
 

Kia ora friends, 

Once again we will shortly be celebrating the salvation God has given us in our annual gathering 

into one place as a joyous part of the people of God.  This salvation, of course, is not ours alone but 

is in Christ freely available to all.  And so, over several days we will fellowship, break bread 

together, worship our heavenly Father and celebrate all that our Saviour has done and is doing in the 

power of the Holy Spirit within our world.  It is a very special time, and something a number of us 

have participated in and enjoyed for nearly five decades. 

This annual gathering for fellowship, worship, encouragement and communion is, in my mind, a 

taonga or cultural treasure.  Few denominations have anything remotely like it.  Indeed, where 

denominational gatherings are celebrated they typically take the form of conference or synod and 

aim to instruct, resolve issues or determine matters of governance (e.g. Acts 15; Acts 20).  We, by 

contrast, gather intentionally to share more particularly in the community of God in the expectation 

of enriching the ties that connect us, encouraging each other in our respective walks, and sharing a 

few days of spiritual and physical rest away from normal stresses and tensions.  Once again we will 

gather in Ngongotaha at the Willowhaven Camp beginning Monday evening, 28 September and 

ending Saturday morning, 3 October, corresponding to the first week of school holidays. 

Our plan is to begin as we did last year with a welcome service on the Monday evening followed on 

Tuesday with a song service and communion in the morning, then a full service that afternoon.  

Thereafter services will be each morning.  But I am hoping that some of you can see your way clear 

to arriving before midday Monday because we need your input. 

Last year’s mid-year gathering of pastoral team members and elders in Wellington discussed in part 

the particular values that mark us as a church.  This year, with those who can come ahead of the 

welcome service, I am hoping we may take that discussion further.  The values we came upon (with 

an amazing degree of consistency across those present) were these: being biblically knowledgeable, 

spiritual formation, strong relational ties, godly worship and prayer. 

What struck me at the time was how strongly we share these common values, and hence how 

fundamental they are in our spiritual DNA.  But that ought not to be surprising, really, for we all 

share the one Spirit (1 Cor. 12:4).  We were drawn to GCI because we hungered for truth simply 

explained and were prepared to devote our lives and resources in support of that mission.  Indeed, 

our journey of the past two decades and more, with all of its challenges and opportunities, emerged 

precisely because of those core values we share.  Thus we can conclude that what we are is what the 

Spirit of God has made us to be, and what we shall be will be his doing also. 
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Given our setting, capacities and opportunities, we would like to explore what our future direction 

might be.  We are all participants in the mission of the gospel (Phil. 1:5), and since the Spirit speaks 

to us all, your impressions, opinions and input are valued.  My hope is that our discussion (using a 

rotating form of moderated small group discussion called World Café – Google it if you wish) will 

delve into one or maybe two questions and bring to light what we feel is important that GCI in New 

Zealand be doing in the years ahead. 

Although I have provided only the briefest of introductions to this here, my sincere hope is that you 

will commit this gathering and the festival following to regular prayer in the weeks ahead.  Without 

the Spirit guiding and preparing our hearts ahead of time, any potential benefit to us would fail.  But 

if the Spirit is speaking to us all as I believe he is, albeit framed by our individual experiences and 

perceptions, we will surely see emerge a commonality of vision and hope as our thoughts are 

recorded and then modified in discussion.  Whatever conclusions we come to, however, will not be 

the last word on our preferred directions, but they will give us positive insight into where God’s 

heart within us is already focused and where the beginnings of new directions beyond the present 

might be found. 

With the festival now only three months away, our plan is to keep the programme simple, allowing 

plenty of time for fellowship and rest during our week together.  It will include activities for our 

youth, a seniors’ luncheon and a family evening.  And it will be a special time for gathering with 

our many friends scattered across Aotearoa New Zealand in worship and celebration of the many 

blessings that God in his grace has showered upon us.  Your prayers that most of us will be able to 

come, and especially that those short of resources may be helped, would be much appreciated. 

Blessings and best wishes! 

 
Dennis Richards 

Festival Coordinator 
 

 

Incl. 

 Festival registration form 


